UNIT XVI: EMBELLISHING DIMINISHED SEVENTHS

An “embellishing diminished seventh” is one which resolves in such away that the fifth and third of the
triad of resolution, not the root, are preceded by half-step leading tones:
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Asin the example, the most common embellishing diminished sevenths are

1. built on the raised 2°, enharmonically equivalent to vii’/V, and normally embellish the tonic; or

2. built on the raised 6°, enharmonically equivalent to aqvii/ii, and normally embellish the
dominant. Thesel prefer tolabel | ¢’
‘Oe—>V

(Many analytical systemsrefer to these chords as #l1” and £V1”, or something similar.)

Notice that the .e” contains the root of the triad it embellishes—it is, again, the 3 and the 5™ of the
resolution-triad that are “embellished” with their half-step lower neighbors.

Notice also: in any one key, ovii’, 0e’, and ovii/V exhaust the diminished-seventh possibilities,
enharmonically speaking.

Whether to designate a diminished seventh as ovii’/V or 4’ depends upon its behavior. In caseit
resolvesto 1§, it is preferable to label it according to its ultimate destination: | vii’ 6
2 [+—V

In practice, embellishing diminished sevenths can be spelled any-which-way; for example, in the
resolution to aminor triad:
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Besides the examples attached (EXX 1-10), see also especialy Unit X1V, EX 12.



Beethoven, SQ Op 18#3/ii1

Examples, Unit XVI

EX'1

Allegro.
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Schubert, String Quintet, D.956/i

EX?2
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Rossini, Semiramide, overture

EX3

Andantino.
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Chopin, Waltz Op 18

EX 4
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Liszt, Les Preludes
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Tchaikovsky, 7he Nutcracker

EX9
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Wagner, Tannhdiuser, overture
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EX 10 Mabhler, Kindertotenlieder

Ruhig hewegt, ohne zu eilen
Tranquillo ron moto, senza fretta
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